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Giacomo Erasmo
Mortola was bom In the
picturesque fishing
village of Camogli 53
years ago. Today he runs
the Gem design studio
(from the Initials of his
name) from a superbly
restored bullding in the

heart of Genoa

INTERVIEW

“THE LUXURY AND COMFORT OF THE MOST FAMOUS YACHTS CAN

ALSO CO-EXIST IN PERFECT HARMONY ON THE MEGA CRUISERS. YOU

SIMPLY HAVE TO DESIGN THE THINGS WITH FUNCTIONALITY IN MIND

Giacomo Mortola

Di MARIANNA CORTE

W"eﬂ. talking about
architecture, one’s

thoughts immediately turn to

stately homes, elegant country
manors or majestic ocean-
going yachts. Constructions

with well-defined limits on
size. Yet on occasions, we find

situations where beauty

mfort and luxury are

harmoniously combined in
unusually vast settings. Take
for example, a large cruise-
ner. The secret, expiains
leading Italian naval architect
53-year-old Giacomo Erasmo
Mortola, who has designed
some of the most famous liners
now sailing the oceans, lies in
combining as much elegance

and comfort as possible in the



Above and on the
Opposite page
Giacomo Mortola and
members of the Gem
team. All projects are
developed "on line”

with the United States
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design of individual sections of
the ship, while taking maximum
advantage of the space
available and optimising its
functionality.

“Our cruisers tend to attract
well-to-do passengers with
certain demands with regard
to the comfort and facilities on
board. So when designing the
ship we must concentrate on
providing top-flight service. We
also have to take into
consideration the most recent
developments in this

NEL NOSTRO STUDIO

increasingly competitive
market, modifying the
undoubted appeal and quality
of traditional European ship
design and construction, in line
with the demands of vital
international markets, such as
America,” Mortola explains,
thus providing an immediate
idea about how his design
philosophy works. That same,
market- and client-oriented
approach is mirrored in the
working of his offices at Studio
Gem in Genoa. Mortola, who

LA TRADIZIONE CANTIERISTICA EUROPEA

ATTUALI ESIGENZE DEL MERCATO AMERICANO. IL TUTTO RIGOROSAM
“IN OUR OFFICES, THE EUROPEAN BOAT-BUILDING TRADITION MEETS THE DEMANDS OF THE

AMERICAN MARKET. INDEED WE ARE IN CONTACT WITH THE USA ON A DAILY BASIS”

was born just along the
Ligurian coast in Camosli,
works for a number of big
international cruise companies
and is in constant contact with
the Americans. "We are literally
on-line on a daily basis with
Los Angeles and
Southampton,” he explains.
“Our design proposals and
indications are examined and
processed in real time by
Princess Cruises’ American
design department and then
immediately returned to us for



Left: more of Mortola
Far left and below:
the spectacular
interiors of the

Sun and the

Dawn Princess
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“ON THE GIANT CRUISE-LINERS, THE THEATRES AND

DISCOTHEQUES MUST BE EXCITING, BUT ALSO [NTIMATE."
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approval. The last stage of
design consists of choosing the
engine specifications and
adding the finishing touch to
certain design elements.”
Mortola's ships tend to be
immediately recognisable for
the way they apply the appeal
and highly individual character
of the best on offer - in the
way of American theatres,
discotheques and restaurants -
to the ocean-going
environment of the cruise-liner

The overall effect for the up to
3,000 passengers is that of a
warm and welcoming
atmosphere, with a dash of
appeasing originality. In the
case of Mortala's most
ambitious project, the Grand
Princess, the proportions are
gigantic, but the feeling Is
Intimate. This is exactly what
the clients want - the comfort
of their own home, with all the
amusements and attractions of
a big city at their fingertips.
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of cruise ships, together with planning

the refurbishment of existing vessels

A unique name representing a vision of
quality in the International world of naval
architecture. Contributing Architect for

Sun, Dawn and Sea Princess.

C Giacomo Erasmo Mortola, principal
Architect and conceptual designer

for Princess Cruises. Maintaining a

tradition of excellence in the design

. development of Princess’ Grand Class'
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